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I know I have, and in fact, I have that reaction every time I watch The Goonies! I don’t think there is a 
better movie for nostalgia’s sake for my generation.

If you don’t remember that movie, let me give you a quick recap. A group of kids go on an adventure 
to track down a pirate’s treasure in order to save all of their houses from being sold, which would force 
them all to move. Not only are they on a treasure hunt, but they are being chased by some bad guys.  
To me, it is a mix between Indiana Jones and Adventures in Babysitting. Okay, maybe that is not the best mix, 
but bear with me.

This movie is saved on my TV and to be honest, I watch it every time it happens to come on some station, no matter the time.  
Yes, I might have been only 5 when it came out, but the nostalgia makes it feel as though it just came out and I am taken back to my 
favorite theme of the movie: people from all walks of life (outcast, family, and the popular clique) get together to go on an adventure 
bigger than themselves, and throughout the whole movie they have to rely on each other’s strengths in order to not only find the 
treasure but to survive being chased.

When I think of The Goonies, the idea of being in a healthy group comes to mind quickly. You know the type of group that  
encourages you, challenges you, cares for you, and well, even if they don’t say it, loves you.

Are you in a group like that? I am not just talking about people you hang out with, but people who take that to a different level. 
I know this sounds like a typical Discipleship Pastor encouraging people in a different way to get in a Growth Group or be part of 
IMPACT Night – and I am not going to lie, that is part of it – but the bigger thought is, are you pursuing an adventure that is bigger 
than yourself? Are the people around you challenging you in different ways for you to step out of the comfort zone? Are you helping 
others do the same?

If you are not currently in a group like that, I encourage you to find one and challenge you to be active in the one you find. Take a 
chance, go on that adventure, and don’t go alone!

1 Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”

“goonies never say die!”
Have you ever watched a movie or heard a song that takes you back in time, not only in 
your thoughts but also in your emotions? 

By: jon perkins

 Art and Pam Cooper have served with 
Wycliffe since 1992. They will soon 

be starting a new assignment. 
Art will be working in a relatively 
new department called Spiritual 
Development. There are a variety 
of areas that this department 

works on from the U.S. Pam will help 
new missionaries with their budgets 

and plans in preparation to go on the 
mission field. Pray for them as they enter 

these new areas of ministry with Wycliffe. Pray that they will be 
fully funded soon.

Pray for Eyes to See

“I lift my eyes to the mountain – where 
does my help come from? My help 
comes from the Lord, the Maker of 
heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2).

Lord, open our eyes to see Your 
grace, faithfulness, forgiveness and 
Your promise of eternity. As the hymn 
states: “turn your eyes upon Jesus” and 
the troubles of life will “grow strangely dim”.

missions prayer focus prayer thoughts



ahumbe prayer corner
Continue to pray for the education of the children of Ahumbe. Pray also that their new school will soon 
be built.

connections ministry
Sunday, September 23 we are expanding the Welcome Center! You will see a new look 

to where you get your coffee and connect with one another. The expanded space will allow a more 
open and relaxed atmosphere for our church family to fellowship with one another and our guests.

We are looking for more teammates that want to be a part of helping people find and 
follow Jesus Christ through hospitality. If you are interested in being a part of the Connections 

Ministry’s hospitality team we want to hear from you. Contact Tim Hunsicker at thunsicker@
phbaptist.org or call the church office.

On Sunday, October 14, immediately following the 11:00am service, the Children’s Ministry Team 
will be training anyone involved with Children’s Ministry and the Connections Ministry on the new child  
check-in program. We want to have as many people familiar with this new program and check-in procedure, making our guests’ 
first time at PHBC as welcoming as possible. This training will be held in the parlor and snacks will be provided.

children’s ministry
Before you know it, the big weekend retreat will be here for our Pioneer Girls and Stockade 
boys in grades 3-6. On October 6-7, we will be going to Stony Glen Camp to hike, canoe, enjoy great 
meals, campfires, hayrides, see God’s magnificent nature, plus much more. Begin to plan now, and make 
your commitment early. Reserve that weekend! Permission slips will go out on Wednesday nights 
through the club program, and are due back by September 26.

Have you invited your friends and neighbors to special programs and outreaches at 
PHBC? If so, that’s great! We also have wonderful opportunities throughout the year to invite those 
friends. The girls will love the Pioneer Clubs, and the boys would be excited about Brigade as they build 
skills while seeing how God’s Word applies to their everyday life. Join us on Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 
8:30pm for these great weekly opportunities to introduce others to Jesus. Even if they’ve missed some weeks, 
jump in at any time. It can be a life-changing experience for all.

discipleship MINISTRy
There is still time to sign up to attend the True Woman Livestream Event September 27–28. This FREE event will 
be streamed live at PHBC starting Thursday evening at 6:30pm with speaker Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth and continuing with three 
more sessions on Friday, beginning the day at 9:00am. This year’s theme is “The Truth that Sets Us Free”. You can pick up a schedule 
and sign up today in the glass walkway.

for your information
It’s not too early to start thinking about our Fall Family Festival on October 27. It’s a great opportunity to 
reconnect with some of our families from past outreaches as well as new folks in the community, but this outreach event cannot 
happen without YOU. So reserve the date, start inviting your friends, and look for great candy sales as we’ll need to collect at least 
600 bags of wrapped candy to help make this happen.



where will you serve?
There are many opportunities to serve on Sunday mornings at 9:30 or 11:00am, and Wednesday nights 
with our preschoolers, Pioneer Clubs, or Boys Brigade. Now is the time to get involved in ministry. Talk to Pam Scott for some 
opportunities to observe, so we help you find your niche. It’s such a joy to be able to serve together. Let’s make a difference in the 
lives of the next generation and help them discover Jesus and His impact on our life.

The Boys Brigade is looking for men who would like to help out on Wednesday nights 
with Stockade or Tree Climbers. This is a great opportunity to come alongside these young men 
and be a positive influence in their lives. Tree Climbers are grades 1 and 2, Stockade is grades 3–6. If this 
would be the right fit for you, contact Ron Orcutt or Matt Vince.

We are looking for a few people to fill open spots as Monday morning tidy-uppers 
on a rotating basis. This consists of sharpening pencils, replacing Connect Cards, cleaning up the 
pews, etc. If this seems like the position for you, write “Tidy-Upper” on your Connect Card or contact the 
church office. 

community ministry
Love in the Name of Christ (Love INC.) is a local non-profit ministry PHBC works with and supports.  
They provide financial assistance, along with other types of assistance to regular attenders and members of local churches.  
They have relationships with churches across denominations that ascribe to a statement of faith and willingness to be a part of 
the solution helping people physically and spiritually. To raise funds to operate, they hold many events and accept donations from 
churches, businesses, and individuals. 

Love INC will be hosting a complimentary fundraising banquet on Saturday, September 29 at 6:00pm at 
the Church on the Rise, 3550 Crocker Road in Westlake. The guest speaker for the evening will be Len Howser, radio host on 95.5 
The Fish. They are asking those attending to bring a new or lightly used winter coat. Please RSVP to Love INC. by September 25 at  
216.459.0302 or June@loveinccuy.org.

The CPC needs walkers! For the past 30 years, the Cleveland Pregnancy Center has been providing support for 
men and women in a time of crisis. This year, they are hosting their annual walk at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo on Saturday, 
November 3, with a goal of raising $50,000. These funds will allow the CPC to provide free services including: pregnancy testing, 
ultrasounds, programs and classes, materials for teaching and emotional support. Would you consider helping them achieve their 
goal so that they can provide life-giving and changing care for future generations? For more information, go to the CPC’s website: 
www.clevelandpregnancycenter.org.

parma heights christian academy
PHCA office hours are currently 7:30am to 4:00pm, Monday through Friday.

Support the Academy through the ongoing Shopping Card Program fundraiser. By picking just one business you 
regularly visit and committing to only go there with our gift/shopping cards in your wallet, you will help us keep tuition costs low 
for families. Stop by the Academy table in the glass walkway to purchase shopping cards at face value before you shop. Many cards 
are on hand right now and ready for you to take with you. 

The PTF Fall Social will be on Saturday, September 29 at 4:00pm in the Cross of Hope Pavilion.

kids check-in SYSTEM
Parents! It’s as easy as scan, click, and go! Our new check-in system will offer a mobile pass option. After downloading 
the mobile pass to your iPhone or Android phone, a notification will pop up once you’ve entered the church. Take this to a 
check-in station and scan it. This will bring up your household, click who’s here, and print the labels. You have the capability to 
email your mobile pass to grandparents, aunts, uncles, or anyone that will frequently be checking in your children on Sunday 
mornings. We are very excited to be launching this new system in October!



Facebook: Parma Heights Baptist Church Twitter: @phbcLIFE   #phbcLIFE Instagram: @phbcLIFE

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
8:15 & 9:30am Classic  |  11:00am Contemporary

8971 West Ridgewood Drive | Parma Heights, OH 44130
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
New Life Class – 11:15am/C-2
YA Singles Bible Study – 4:30pm

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
Food Pantry – 10:00am
GriefShare – 7:00pm/B-5

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Senior Adult Trip – 10:00am
Community Hot Meal – 6:00pm/FLC

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
IMPACT Night – 7:00pm

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
New Life Class – 11:15am/C-2
YA Singles Bible Study – 4:30pm

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
Food Pantry – 10:00am
GriefShare – 7:00pm/B-5

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Senior Adult Meal – 12:00pm

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
Youth Glow Night – 6:00pm
IMPACT Night – 7:00pm

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Women’s Livestream Event – 6:30pm

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
Women’s Livestream Event – 9:00am

FRIDAY-SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28-30
Men’s Retreat
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I love my family. Admittedly, I have a pretty amazing family – I’m a blessed man, far beyond anything that 
I deserve. I have a caring, understanding, and supportive wife. My children are walking in the path that we 
desire for them, and we share healthy and fun relationships. Additionally, I come from a pretty amazing 
family. My parents are committed to each other, have always sacrificially supported me, and have 
worked hard to ensure that we had everything we needed and more.

So, it’s pretty easy for me to say that I love my family. But practically speaking, it’s easier to say than to 
live out, even in the best of circumstances. Sometime I feel we’re more like the Addams Family than the 
Adams Family. Believe it or not, my amazing family has its own quirks, idiosyncrasies, dysfunctions, and 
sinful tendencies. Especially me. I regularly have to check myself so that I don’t act out of impatience or 
frustration when I’m stressed, frustrated, or don’t get my way. Just as often, I have to apologize for not 
checking myself in time and hurting my family out of my own selfishness, rather than acting out of my love for them.

It’s in the context of my family life where I wrongfully let familiarity excuse hurtful and sinful behavior. And these are the people who 
love me the best. These are the people to whom I should show the deepest love. Even on the tough days, they’re still family. I still 
want to love them. I’m not going to give up on them, and I’m counting on them to not give up on me.

I’ve found that it’s not very different within our church family. Sometimes we let familiarity excuse bad behavior. Common courtesies 
that we would graciously give to strangers are sometimes withheld from those who are closest to us. Because of our closeness, 
wounds from our faith family can be deep, and we tend to hold on to them. In our woundedness we’re tempted to lash out, 
withhold forgiveness, or simply drift apart, regardless of the bond in Christ that obligates us to one another.

I find it comforting to know that Christ refers to believers as His family. There’s something about family that you can’t find in other 
relationships. There’s a level of commitment, and an understanding that we’re in this together. Family has an expectation of being 
together and supporting each other for the long haul, no matter what. Family must endure.

The Apostle Paul instructed us, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:10). Christ commanded us, “Love one another, just as I have loved you” (John 13:34). I believe we can count on our 
Heavenly Father to help us do good and love another, but the choice is ours.

family love
Let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. (1 John 3:18 NLT)

By: dan adams
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